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“Barons Court Primary School and Nursery is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff, governors and volunteers to
share this commitment.”
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Introduction

This policy outlines the homework expectations for pupils at Barons Court Primary and Nursery
School, including Learning Outside the Classroom experiences (Wheel of the Weekend) and other set
tasks. Homework or home learning plays an important role in raising achievement, but we also
recognise the value of allowing children free time to develop and explore other interests. Homework
will be accessible to all children regardless of resources and home environment and is most valuable
when parents are involved actively and in partnership with the school. Our policy is designed to allow
a balance, and has been adapted and refined in light of comments from parental feedback and
consultation with pupils and staff.

Aims

e To aid each child’s progress towards achieving their potential with the assistance, support and
co-operation of parents.

e To provide an enjoyable and purposeful supplement to class work and promote exploration and
discovery through outdoor tasks.

e To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in English and Maths,
encompassing the development of the basic skills, e.g. times tables and reading.

e To encourage pupils, as they get older, to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline
needed to study on their own and prepare them for the requirements of lifelong learning.

e To ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do and provide opportunities
for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership in relation to children’s
learning.

e To ensure a consistency of approach throughout the school.

What is Homework?
Homework is not necessarily written work. It is any task that a child is asked to complete at home. It
may consist of reading, reinforcement of class work, research and project work or further practice of
skills learnt in class. At Barons Court Primary School and Nursery, we appreciate the value of
extra-curricular activities (sport, music, dancing, drama, the uniformed groups, other hobbies, etc.).
We recognise the demands made on pupils and in setting homework we allow space for these. A well
balanced, healthy child should be encouraged to develop their particular interests in many of these
activities in their own time. As with all other matters relating to children, teachers are available to
discuss homework with parents. Learning is a shared responsibility between children, parents and
staff and this includes homework. Children are encouraged and challenged within their learning as
they aim for excellence. In order to achieve this goal, we as a school work together with parents and
carers as a partnership, expanding the curriculum, extending it to the home and building on
experiences shared outside the school. Parents are encouraged to support and reinforce the shared
expectations by as many different means as possible.

It should be noted that homework may be set with many different expectations and outcomes. It is

important to remember that when setting homework there are a number of points to consider:

e The nature and type of homework changes throughout a pupil’s school career.

e The amount and frequency of homework may increase as a pupil gets older but this may also
vary through the school year and be appropriate to the ability of the child.

Staff are expected to work towards this aim by:

e Providing a range of interesting homework tasks and activities to engage children.

e Ensuring children have a clear understanding of the tasks involved and a common understanding
of the high expectations held of them individually according to their ability.

e Setting homework appropriate to each child’s ability in an easily followed routine.

Ensuring that homework is set consistently across the phase.

e Communicating with parents and keeping them informed of children’s progress, projects and
topics to be studied (communicated through newsletters) and individual targets which have been
negotiated.

e Providing an explanation of homework tasks to children and, when necessary, parents and giving
guidance on how they might assist their child.

e Providing acknowledgment of the pupil’s work whether verbal or written.

Pupils are expected to work towards this aim by:

e Making full use of all the opportunities they are presented with.

e Tackling home tasks promptly and with a positive attitude.

e Taking pride in presentation and content, acknowledging the high personal standard expected.
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Being organised so that necessary books and equipment are not left at school.

Taking responsibility for handing in the completed task every Monday across the whole school.
Listening carefully in class to make sure they understand what is asked of them.

Highlighting to the Pupil Leadership Team any ideas they may have about homework.

Parents are expected to work towards the school aims by:

e Supporting the school by ensuring that their child attempts the homework provided.

e Making it clear that they value homework and they support the school by explaining how it can

help learning.

e Providing suitable quiet surroundings and establishing a homework routine such as no television
or devices.

e Encouraging children to persevere with a task even if it seems daunting at first and giving support
if necessary.

e Giving due importance to non-written tasks such as hearing reading and assisting in the learning
of times tables.

e Keeping the staff informed of any changes in the child’s circumstances which may affect their
learning.

e Providing any feedback on the child’s homework through conversations with phase staff and
through the use of pupil reading records.

At Barons Court we are very keen for parents to support and help their children with homework. We

take the view that children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get involved as long as

they do not take over too much! Parents are advised at the beginning of the school year of the

homework expectation by their child’s teacher. Firstly, an information letter is sent home which gives

information about the expectations of homework for children in particular year groups. Secondly,

teachers will tell parents about the homework at learning conferences and parents evening. The

school’s Homework Policy is also published on the school website. If a parent is unsure about what

their role should be in supporting homework, they should discuss this with their child’s home group

teacher.

Guidelines

Homework is only given if it provides positive reinforcement of work studied in school. It is seen as a
definite need and not as a time filler. Homework is considered an integral part of the curriculum. It
enriches and consolidates, develops research skills and cultivates the mind to nurture the seeds of
knowledge. A standard approach is adopted throughout the school for handing in homework in order
to avoid confusion for the child and parents. Children will be expected to complete their homework in
written forms and sometimes through drawings and photographs. All homework across the whole
school will be set on a Wednesday and be due for submission the following Monday.

Completion of Homework

The expectation is that all children will complete homework tasks. Teachers will keep records of
children completing homework tasks and these records will be checked regularly. If there are any
consistent problems with children not completing homework, we will first talk to the child then, where
necessary, contact parents in order to find out why. If children are absent due to iliness, we will not
send homework home as we would assume the child was too ill to work. If a child is absent for a
length of time, e.g., with a broken leg, the teacher and the parent will agree what should be done, how
it should be marked and what sort of help needs to be given. In such circumstances the teacher
should consult the Headteacher first. It is not possible to give homework when parents take holidays
in term time. If it has been recorded that a child has not completed their homework for over three
weeks and parents have been spoken to about this, the Deputy Headteacher will contact parents to
remind them of the expectations in completing homework and offer strategies and support for
encouraging their child to complete the work which has been provided.

Wherever possible, staff should try to provide some feedback on any homework that is returned by
pupils. This will help to give the whole process of setting and completing homework a higher profile
and status. It will also send out the message that homework is an important and valued aspect of
school life. Marking homework is a way of keeping track of who has completed their homework, and
giving them feedback on how well they have met the objectives of the work. However, marking may
be done in a variety of forms, some of which will not be written, e.g., Times Tables are marked online
and teachers review progress and attainment on this platform to then provide feedback, teachers will
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also check reading records on at least a weekly basis to ensure children are being heard read at
home. Feedback may be given to individual pupils, or to groups of pupils. Teachers generally will not
mark homework which is handed in late.

Barons Court Wheel of the Weekend

At Barons Court we are committed to listening to the feedback from our children, The Wheel of the
Weekend homework system was developed by our Pupil Leadership Team. This optional homework
reflects the outdoor learning curriculum already well-established throughout the school. The Wheel of
the Weekend will vary in activities linking to the breadth of the curriculum and cross curricular links
with the outdoors will be made and is devised by the pupils. Every Friday, as part of our celebration
assembly, the Wheel of the Weekend will be spun - the chosen activity for the weekend will then be
sent out via an app notification to the parents and discussed with the children in assembly. Children
and adults can then choose to take part in the activity and send in evidence e.g., photographs which
will be shared with the school community on the following Friday celebration assembly. Activities will
be selected by the Pupil Leadership Team and the Eco-Council through pupil voice and will be
changed regularly.

J ‘ al Educa Needs including
We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are
appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has special educational needs, we endeavour to adapt

any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way.

d

Monitoring and Evaluation
The Homework Policy will be evaluated each year using feedback from parents, pupils and staff.

Homework for Children in Ph 1and 2
Reading in Phase 1: PACT Sharing - Learning together is the emphasis for children in Phase 1 and
children are encouraged to participate in their PACT (Parents and Children Together) work at home. It
is an ideal time to lay the foundations for continuing work at home. Starting in the Autumn Term and
continuing all year, the main emphasis is on reading together at home. Books, matched to the needs
of your child, are sent home weekly for you to share with your child. Home reading should be done in
two ways:
i) Adults reading to children — Reading or storytelling from picture books to your child so they
can get used to oral storytelling and print. Discussing the books is also important. Encourage your
child to point to words or pictures as they are being read and sharing ideas on what might happen or
how the characters may be feeling.
ii) Children reading to an adult - In Nursery, after a settling in period, children will start bringing
simple books home to read to an adult. Initially these will be wordless books focused on the
encouragement of using the pictures to tell the story and communicating ideas. Books with simple
words are then introduced and again, encouraging the child to point to the words as they are being
read to is important. Discussing the story and the characters and asking questions about the book is a
good idea. All adults will be encouraged to respond to the book, this response is encouraged to be
child led e.g., they may be inspired to draw a picture in response to a story, or act out the story (and
evidence this role-play with picture), the response will be acknowledged by a staff member.

Reading in Phase 2 - Starting in the Autumn Term and continuing all year, the emphasis is on
reading together at home. Books (Oxford Owl e-books), matched to the phonics development needs
of your child, will be e-mailed home weekly for you to share with your child. We encourage you to read
with your child a minimum of three times a week also allowing your child to read to you. At the start
this may be oral storytelling from wordless books building up to reading print. The adults in the Phase
will read with your child in school too and will share the stories they have read with your child.
Teachers may also provide guided reading lists for each year group which are published on the school
website. Parents are expected to record three occasions of home-reading at least in their child’s
reading record per week.

Maths - Throughout the school, the children work through a progressive system for learning the basic
number skills and their times tables. Children will bring home a log in for Numbots at the beginning of
the academic year for Reception and a login for Times Table RockStars for Year 1 which enables
children to learn key maths skills and their times tables through online support. The school has also
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set a progressive Times Tables Challenge in which your children can work towards achieving different
levels of outcomes — these should be practised with your child at home and then returned to school
for teachers to evaluate before moving your child to the next stage of their learning.

Spellings - Children will be sent home an appropriate number of spellings linked to their RWI groups
each week for continued learning at home.

H k for Child in Pl 3
For children in Phase 3 we encourage you to work together with your child to support them with their
homework.

What type of work will my child get?

Reading - Children will bring their reading books home each day and whilst your child is developing
their confidence in Phase 3 you can help by listening to them and supporting them with their reading.
Children may read to you, with you or read to themselves in your presence. The story and characters
should be talked about and new words discussed. At this stage of reading children should be
encouraged to read a greater variety of texts including non-fiction. Books will be changed regularly
and will be set at an appropriate level for the child. If your child is continuing to work on the Key Stage
1 Read, Write, Inc programme Oxford Owl e-books, matched to the phonics development needs of
your child, will be e-mailed home weekly for you to share with your child. Teachers will also provide
guided reading lists for each year group which are published on the school website. Parents are
expected to record three occasions of home-reading at least in their child’s reading record per week.

Read Write Inc Sounds/Spellings - Children will be sent home an appropriate number of
differentiated spellings linked to their RWI spelling groups. Children are encouraged to practise their
spellings and these will be tested weekly. Parents will be consulted where children are consistently
not learning their spellings. Children may receive words again in order to practise them further.

Maths - Throughout the school the children work through a progressive system for learning the basic
number skills and their times tables. Children will bring home a log in for Times Tables Rock Stars at
the beginning of the academic year which enables children to learn their times tables through online
support. The school has also set a progressive Times Tables Challenge in which your children can
work towards achieving different levels of outcomes — these should be practised with your child at
home and then returned to school for teachers to evaluate before moving your child to the next stage
of their learning.

Homework for Children in Phase 4
As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skill of independent
learning. The main focus of homework will continue to be reading, spelling and times tables.

What type of work will my child get?

Reading - Children will bring their reading books home each day and should be reading daily for
pleasure. They may bring home two books: one linked to their reading stage and one free choice.
Children may read to you, with you or read to themselves in your presence. More confident readers
will still need support as they need a clear understanding of the story that sometimes will go beyond
the literal meaning of the text. Children will read texts that are more detailed and will take longer to
read. At this stage of reading children should be encouraged to read a greater variety of texts
including non-fiction. Books will be changed regularly and will be set at an appropriate level for the
child. Parents are expected to record three occasions of home-reading at least in their child’s reading
record per week.

Spellings - Children will be sent home an appropriate number of differentiated spellings linked to their
spelling group weekly. Children are encouraged to practice their spellings and these will be tested
weekly. Parents will be consulted where children are consistently not learning their spellings. Children
may receive words again in order to practise them further.

Times Tables - Throughout the school the children work through a progressive system for learning
the basic number skills and their times tables. Children will bring home a log in for Times Tables Rock
Stars at the beginning of the academic year which enables children to learn their times tables through
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online support. The school has also set a progressive Times Tables Challenge in which your children
can work towards achieving different levels of outcomes — these should be practised with your child at
home and then returned to school for teachers to evaluate before moving your child to the next stage
of their learning.

Year 6 Pupils - By the time children reach Year 6 their homework may cover a wide range of tasks
and curriculum content. This approach will benefit their learning and also ensure that, in relation to
homework as much as to other aspects, their transition to Year 7 -secondary school is as smooth as
possible. Year 6 pupils will be provided with Study Books for Maths and Grammar, Punctuation and
Spelling at the beginning of the academic year and teachers will set weekly tasks for completion at
home.

A Summary of Homework Expectations at Barons Court

Who? What is their homework? | How is this checked? How much time
should be spent?

English | e Reception pupils 1 Seeded/Levelled book 3 reads recorded by At least 3 times a week
e Year 1 pupils in a home to read/share x 3 a parent/carer in reading — 10 minutes in total.
phonics group week. record and signed.
e Year 2 pupilsin a
phonics group Oxford Owls e-books Evidence of Oxford
e Year 3 pupilsin a linked to their phonics Owls book and quiz
phonics group sounds for the week. accessed online.
e Year 1 pupils - all 1 Seeded/Levelled books 3 reads recorded by At least 3 times a week
home to read x 3 a week. parent/carer in reading — 10 minutes in total.
e Year 2 pupils in a spelling record and signed.
group Spelling words brought
e Year 3 pupils in a spelling | home to learn for a spelling | Spellings tested.
group test.
e Year 4 pupils
e Year 5 pupils Year 6 - Grammar, Teacher feedback 30 minutes a week
e Year 6 pupils Punctuation and Spelling provided
Study Guides
Maths e Reception pupils Numbots 10 minutes over Evidence of 2-3 times a week — 10
e Year 1 pupils who have the week. engagement on the minutes in total.
not yet achieved yellow Numbots Teacher
platinum maths challenge Portal
certificates

e Any Year 2 pupils who
have not yet achieved
yellow platinum maths
challenge certificates

e Year 1 pupils who have Times Table Rock Stars Evidence of
achieved yellow platinum Garage 1 minute games x engagement on the
maths challenge 10 times over the week. Times Tables Rock
certificates Stars Teacher Portal

Any Year 2 pupils who
have achieved yellow ]
platinum maths challenge | Year 6 -GPS and Maths Teacher feedback 30 minutes a week
certificates Study Books provided
e Year 3 pupils
e Year 4 pupils
e Year 5 pupils
e Year 6 pupils

All homework across the whole school will be set on a Wednesday and be due for submission the
following Monday.
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