
Barons Court Primary School and Nursery 
Reception Recommended Reading List 

 
Below is a recommend book list, as requested by many parents, which are popular with children and 
have a good literary content. This is a guided list and therefore we would like you to still encourage 
your child to read and find their own love for reading; the children can also read beyond their year 
group. Reading lists will be published each term. 

 

 

Pam Adams There was an Old 
Lady who 
Swallowed a Fly 

Forty years after its first publication this much-loved 
Child's Play classic is as popular as ever. Ingenious die-
cut holes bring this iconic nursery rhyme to life, and Pam 
Adams' fabulous illustrations lend humour and vibrancy 
to the proceedings. Bouncy images, innovative die 
cutting and favourite rhymes make Books with Holes a 
must for every child. Available in three formats, suitable 
for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and the nursery or 
classroom. 

 

Jonathan Allen The Little Red Hen Based on the familiar and much-loved story of hard-
working Little Red Hen who asks her farmyard friends to 
help her make some bread. Open the flaps to reveal the 
lazy animals who are all far too busy to help Little Red 
Hen sow and water the seed, or harvest and grind the 
corn. It's not until Little Red Hen has baked the bread, 
which her friends are keen to help - by eating the bread! 
But Little Red Hen has other ideas . . . 

 

Norman Bridwell Clifford the Big 
Red Dog 

Clifford is a giant dog whose house is bigger than his 
owners' - he gets his baths in the swimming pool and 
occasionally catches the cars he chases. This book 
introduces the world of Clifford to younger readers. 

 

Marcia Brown Stone Soup First published in 1947, this picture book classic has 
remained one of Marcia Brown's most popular and 
enduring books. This story, about three hungry soldiers 
who outwit the greedy inhabitants of a village into 
providing them with a feast, is based on an old French 
tale. 

 

Eileen Browne Handa’s Surprise A modern classic named one of the best culturally 
diverse picture books in the UK, this is the story of 
Handa, who's part of the Luo tribe in south-west Kenya. 
Handa decides to take seven pieces of delicious fruit to 
her friend, Akeyo, who lives in the neighbouring village. 
But as Akeyo wonders, I wonder what fruit Akeyo will like 
best?, a series of sneaky animals steal something from 
Handa's basket, which she's carrying on her 
head...When Handa reaches Akeyo, will she have 
anything left to offer her friend? Richly-illustrated, 
brimming with luscious fruit and cheeky wild animals, 
this mouth-watering story is for the youngest of readers. 
In the best pantomime spirit, children will long to tell 
Handa what's happening right behind her! 

 

Rod Campbell Dear Zoo Young children will love lifting the flaps to discover the 
animals the zoo has sent - a monkey, a lion and even an 
elephant! But will they ever manage to send the perfect 
pet? 

With bright, bold artwork, a catchy refrain and a whole 
host of favourite animals, Dear Zoo is a must for every 
child's bookshelf - and the thick card pages, chunky 
cased cover and sturdy flaps make it perfect for small 
hands. 
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Eric Carle The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar has sold over 41 million 
copies worldwide in over 62 languages. In this new lift-
flap book, children are asked where the Hungry 
Caterpillar might be hiding. Is he hiding in the grass? No, 
that's a chirpy cricket! Is he nibbling the strawberry? No, 
that's an ant! The lift-flap on every spread lets little 
readers join in the fun as they search in this fun, 
interactive take on the beloved children's classic. 

 

Lauren Child I Will Never Eat a 
Tomato 

Lola will not eat peas. In fact, she won't eat carrots, 
potatoes, mushrooms, eggs, sausages, cauliflower, 
cabbage or baked beans. And she will absolutely not eat 
a tomato. But when Charlie explains that peas are 
actually green drops from Greenland, and that carrots 
are orange twiglets from Jupiter, even Lola is tempted to 
clear her plate. 
 
An innovative and fun-filled look at the problem of fussy 
eating, I Will Not Never Ever Eat a Tomato is guaranteed 
to make dinner time fun. 

 

Julia Donaldson & 
Axel Scheffler 

The Gruffalo A mouse took a stroll through the deep dark wood.  
A fox saw the mouse and the mouse looked good. 

Walk further into the deep dark wood, and discover what 
happens when a quick-witted mouse comes face to face 
with an owl, a snake... and a hungry Gruffalo! 

 

 


