
Barons Court Primary School and Nursery 
Year 1 Recommended Reading List 

 
Below is a recommend book list, as requested by many parents, which are popular with children and 
have a good literary content. This is a guided list and therefore we would like you to still encourage 
your child to read and find their own love for reading; the children can also read beyond their year 
group. Reading lists will be published each term. 

 

 

Allan Ahlberg Funnybones In this, the first ever Funnybones book of all, we are 
introduced to the wonderful humour and fun of the much-
loved series. The Funnybones books are a must for 
children just starting to learn to read - these funny 
skeletons are definitely not the scary sort! 

Allan Ahlberg has published over 100 children's books and 
with his late wife Janet, created many award-winning 
children's picture books. The Ahlbergs' books are nursery 
bookshelf standards and have been the recipient of 
worldwide acclaim and awards, including the Kate 
Greenaway Medal. 

 

Allan Ahlberg The Jolly Postman The Jolly Postman delivers cards and letters to various 
fairy-tale characters. He has a letter of apology for the 
three bears from Goldilocks, a postcard from Jack for the 
giant, a solicitor's letter on behalf of Little Red Riding-Hood 
for the wolf who ate grandma, and so on. There are six 
envelopes in the book, each containing letters, cards, etc. 

 

Quentin Blake Mrs Armitage on 
Wheels 

Mrs Armitage buys a bicycle and finds that it needs all 
sorts of accessories she hadn't anticipated - a pail of water 
for washing hands, a tool box and a sail for making it go 
faster. The sail makes it go so fast that it crashes, and she 
ends up with a pair of roller skates instead. 

 

Quentin Blake Mister Magnolia Mr Magnolia has only one boot.  
He has an old trumpet that goes rooty-toot - 
And two lovely sisters who play on the flute - 
But Mr Magnolia has only one boot.  
 
In this wittily rhyming picture book, Mr Magnolia has a full 
and happy life except for one serious omission - a boot. 
But one day, he receives a mysterious parcel, and at last 
Mr Magnolia can splash in the puddles with everyone else! 

 

Michael Bond A Bear Called 
Paddington 

“A bear? On Paddington station?” Mrs Brown looked at her 
husband in amazement. “Don’t be silly, Henry. There can’t 
be!” 

Paddington Bear had travelled all the way from Darkest 
Peru when the Brown family first met him on Paddington 
station. Since then their lives have never been quite the 
same… for ordinary things become quite extraordinary 
when a bear called Paddington is involved. 

 

 

John Burningham Avocado Baby The Hargraves want their new baby to grow up big and 
strong. But the puny mite will hardly eat a thing. One day 
Mrs Hargraves finds an avocado in the fruit bowl and the 
baby gobbles it up. Soon, the strangest things start to 
happen... 
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Nick Butterworth The Whisperer Two gangs of cats live in a scrap yard on the edge of the 
city. When they’re not eating or sleeping, they’re fighting, 
and that’s just how The Whisperer likes it. He’s a rat, and if 
he can keep the cats going after each other, they’ll leave 
him and his kind alone. 

But just maybe, things in the scrap yard are about to 
change for the better. Or as The Whisperer sees it…for the 
worse… 

 

 

Lauren Child Charlie and Lola Charlie has this little sister Lola. Today they are visiting 
London on a school trip. Lola says, "London is extremely 
huge and very BUSY...I can't wait!" 

Join Charlie and Lola as they take in all of London's most 
famous and best sights. There's plenty to see so tick off all 
the places they visit on your own extremely good London 
map AND tell everyone about your trip with free London 
postcards. 

 

Lynley Dodd Hairy Maclary Hairy Maclary goes off for a walk in town, followed by a 
few friends. All is uneventful until they meet Scarface 
Claw, the toughest tom in town, and run for home. The 
story is told by a brilliant, cumulative rhyming text and 
terrific pictures. 

 

Julia Donaldson The Smartest 
Giant in Town 

George wished he wasn't the scruffiest giant in town. So 
when he sees a new shop selling giant-sized clothes, he 
decides it's time for a new look: smart trousers, smart shirt, 
stripy tie, shiny shoes. Now he's the smartest giant in 
town... until he bumps into some animals who desperately 
need his help - and his clothes! 

 

Julia Donaldson The Gruffalo’s 
Child 

"The Gruffalo said that no gruffalo should 
Ever set foot in the deep dark wood." 

But one wild and windy night the Gruffalo's child disobeys 
her father's warnings and ventures out into the snow. After 
all, the Big Bad Mouse doesn't really exist . . . does he? 

 

 


