
Barons Court Primary School and Nursery 
Year 2 Recommended Reading List 

 
Below is a recommend book list, as requested by many parents, which are popular with children and 
have a good literary content. This is a guided list and therefore we would like you to still encourage 
your child to read and find their own love for reading; the children can also read beyond their year 
group. Reading lists will be published each term. 

 

 

Mary Hoffman and 
Caroline Binch 

Grace and Family  
To Grace, family has always meant her Ma, her Nana 
and her cat, Paw-Paw, so when Papa invites her to visit 
him in the Gambia, she dreams of finding the kind of 
family that is idealised in stories. But, as Grace soon 
finds out, families are what you make them. A warm and 
delightful follow-up to the international best-seller, 
Amazing Grace. 

 

Roald Dahl The Magic Finger 

Every Saturday morning the Greg family goes off to 
shoot animals and birds. But the girl who lives next door 
hates hunting.  
Now it's made her so angry she's PUT THE MAGIC 
FINGER ON THEM ALL. And very strange things have 
begun to happen . . . 

 

Roald Dahl George’s 
Marvellous 
Medicine 

George Kranky's Grandma is a miserable grouch. 
George really hates that horrid old witchy woman. 
One Saturday morning, George is in charge of giving 
Grandma her medicine. 
So-ho! Ah-ha! Ho-hum! George knows exactly what to 
do. 
A magic medicine* it will be. One that will either cure her 
completely . . . or blow off the top of her head. 

 

Shirley Hughes The Snow Lady Sam loves playing in Trotter Street with her dog Mick 
and her friend Barney, despite Mrs Dean's complaining. 
"Mrs Mean", Barney calls her - and that's what he writes 
by the snow lady that they build in front of her house on 
Christmas Eve. But what if Mrs Dean isn't as cold-
hearted as she seems? 

 

Judith Kerr Mog Stories 

‘Bother that cat!’ 
Mog always seems to be in trouble. She forgets that she 
has a cat flap and she forgets that she has already eaten 
her supper. But, one night, Mog’s forgetfulness comes in 
very handy… 

 

Dick King-Smith The Guard Dog There are six puppies in the pet shop window; five posh 
pedigree puppies, and a scruffy little mongrel with a 
grand ambition - to be a guard dog.  
 
The other pups laugh at him. How can such a small, 
scruffy dog possibly expect to be bought to guard a 
home? Especially when his bark is the most horrible, 
earsplitting racket they have ever heard! Will the poor 
little guard dog be doomed to a lonely life in the Dogs' 
Home - or worse...? 
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Dick King-Smith Emily’s Legs Emily was like her ninety-nine brothers and sisters, until 
she won all the eight-legged races at spider sports. 
People grew suspicious. And then, they counted her 
legs. She had ten! 

It's not her fault, but everyone turns against her. But 
there's something very special about Emily's legs that 
will change her life for ever . . . 

 

 

Dav Pilkey The Adventures of 
Captain 
Underpants 

CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS returns for a twelfth adventure 
in this highly illustrated comic book style series! George 
and Harold, and their doubles, Yesterday George and 
Yesterday Harold, have a good thing going. Two of them 
go to school, while the other two hide in the tree house 
and play video games all day -- then they switch! But 
when their malicious gym teacher, Mr. Meaner, creates a 
method of mind-control that turns their fellow students 
into attentive, obedient, perfect children, the future of all 
humanity will be in George and Harold's hands! 

 

Jeremy Strong Pirate School: Just 
a Bit of Wind 

It's the first day at PIRATE SCHOOL for Ziggy, Smudge, 
Carkella and Flo and they have lots of new things to 
contend with. Their headteacher is the scary Patagonia 
Clasterbotton and they have to take lessons include 
walking the plank and hand-to-hand fighting. When out 
on the pirate ship a storm blows up, resulting in the 
children having to rescue Patagonia when she's swept 
overboard, and they learn that really Patagonia is not so 
scary after all! 

 

Max Velthuijis Frog is Frog Frog is not content to be just a plain green frog, he 
wants to do the things his friends can do. He tries to fly 
like Duck, to bake cakes like Pig and to read like Hare. 
But all his attempts are doomed to failure, and Frog is 
disconsolate, until Hare points out that his friends love 
him just the way he is. And in any case, he can swim 
and leap better than any of them! 

 


