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Year 3 Recommended Reading List 

 

 

Below is a recommend book list, as requested by many parents, which are popular with children and 
have a good literary content. This is a guided list and therefore we would like you to still encourage 
your child to read and find their own love for reading; the children can also read beyond their year 
group. Reading lists will be published each term. 

 

 

Allan Ahlberg Woof! 

He felt a curious tingling in his hands and feet. He felt his 
nose becoming cold and wet, his ears becoming flappy. 
The thought in his mind was: 'I'm turning into a dog!' 

Eric is a perfectly ordinary boy. Perfectly ordinary that is, 
until the night when, in fifteen seconds flat, he turns into 
a dog! Eric and his best friend are determined to sniff out 
the truth - what makes an ordinary boy go 'woof'? 

 

Allan & Janet 

Ahlberg 

The Clothes 

Horse and 

Other Stories 

Surprising things can happen when you take everyday 
expressions literally, which is just what Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg have done in this book. Here are stories about a 
horse made out of clothes, a woman who saves parts of 
her life till later, and a train that delivers the night. 

 

Joan Aiken 

A Necklace of 

Raindrops 

 

'The Patchwork Quilt', here are eight classic stories to 
treasure and enjoy. Beginning and ending with a 
birthday, this spell-binding collection conjures up a world 
filled with magic, where wishes can come true. A 
necklace of raindrops that keeps its owner dry in the 
heaviest rainstorm; a tiger that runs faster than the wind; 
a huge floating apple pie with a piece of sky in it; a 
baker's cat who swells to the size of a whale when his 
mistress feeds him yeast; a house that stands on one 
leg - these are just some of the objects and characters 
that figure in these delightful stories. 

 

Nicholas Allan 
Stories from 

Hilltop Hospital 

No emergency is too great for the staff of Hilltop 
Hospital. Whether it's cheering up the patients with a 
special Christmas Day feast, dealing with Henry the 
laughing Hyena, a new and very noisy patient, or 
explaining to young Katie Turtle where her grandma 
(aged 140) has gone. 

 

Laurence 

Anholt 

The Emperor’s 

Underwear 

The Emperor gets everyone's knickers in a twist when 
he decides to wear his marvelous new magic pants in 
public… 

 

Phyllis Arkle 
The Railway 

Cat 

There's never a dull moment with Alfie, the railway cat. 
He's faced burglars and a runaway train, he's even 
become a media star. Fred, his friend at the station 
couldn't cope without him. But Alfie's made an enemy of 
railman Hack. But now Alfie's been kidnapped! How will 
he find his way home? And what does Hack have to do 
with it all? Join Alfie in this rollercoaster series of 
adventures, when he does everything from save a life to 
becoming a pantomime star - You'll never meet another 
cat quite like him! 
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Chris Ashley 
Wasim in the 

Deep End 

A story of how goals can be achieved in life if you really 
try hard and believe in yourself. Wasim has never been 
able to swim. Then, during his last class of the summer, 
gulping and spluttering chlorine, he manages 25 metres 
- with no armbands. 

 

 

Richard & 

Florence 

Atwater 

Mr Popper’s 

Penguins 

The lovable Mr. Popper dreams of being an intrepid 
Antarctic explorer, living life among the penguins 
alongside his hero, Admiral Drake. So he is shocked one 
day when the admiral responds to his fan letter by 
sending him a real, live penguin! Soon, this penguin is 
joined by another and before long Mr. Popper has an 
ice-rink in the basement and a dozen delightful penguins 
living in his house. With barely enough money to feed 
his family and an increasing demand for raw fish and 
canned shrimp, what can the wonderfully imaginative Mr. 
Popper do but train his penguins and then take the show 
on the road! 

 

 Jeannie Baker 

Where the 

Forest Meets 

the Sea 

My father says there has been a forest here for over a 
hundred million years," Jeannie Baker's young 
protagonist tells us, and we follow him on a visit to this 
tropical rain forest in North Queensland, Australia. 
We walk with him among the ancient trees as he 
pretends it is a time long ago, when extinct and rare 
animals lived in the forest and aboriginal children played 
there. But for how much longer will the forest still be 
there, he wonders? 
Jeannie Baker's lifelike collage illustrations take the 
reader on an extraordinary visual journey to an exotic, 
primeval wilderness, which like so many others is now 
being threatened by civilization. 

 

 

Nina Bawden Keeping Henry 

'The hay stirred. There was a small nibbling sound. A 
furry head poked out. I saw its dark, beady eyes, its 
sharp, pointed ears ... his eyes seemed alert and 
inquisitive, as if he were as interested in us as we were 
in him' 

Henry is only three inches long when naughty Charlie 
catapults him out of his nest - a poor baby red squirrel, 
all ragged and skinny. He is too young to survive being 
released into the wild, but can a squirrel be a pet? 

 

 

Terence 

Blacker 
Ms Wiz Series 

The first in a series featuring Ms Wiz. When she takes 
over Class Three, strange things start to happen: an owl 
teaches maths; a parent gets turned into a warthog; the 
school inspector loses his trousers. 



Barons Court Primary School and Nursery 
Year 3 Recommended Reading List 

 

 

 

Malorie 

Blackman 
Whizziwig 

Whizziwig is a small, furry alien who has crash-landed 
on Earth and ended up on top of Ben's wardrobe. Once 
Ben has recovered from the shock of this unexpected 
arrival he's delighted to learn that Whizziwig is a 'wish-
giver' able to turn wishes into reality. But it's not as 
straightforward as it sounds. The wishes have to be 
made for someone else, and by accident, so it isn't long 
before some very strange, and very funny, things start 
happening. 

 

 

Quentin Blake 

Mrs Armitage 

and the Big 

Wave 

MINI TREASURES: delightful mini picture books to 
treasure forever. ONE STORMY NIGHT 'One Stormy 
night, the wind was howling, the iron gate creaked and 
the black cat hissed. ' So begins Ruth Brown's spine-
chilling ghost story of a night where not everything is as 
it seems. . . 

 

Judy Blume 
Freckle Juice 

 

What's a guy gotta do to get some freckles? This 
perennial bestselling favorite from Judy Blume has a 
fresh new look!  

More than anything in the world, Andrew Marcus wants 
freckles. His classmate Nicky has freckles--they cover 
his face, his ears, and the whole back of his neck. But 
when Andrew asks Nicky where he got them, Nicky just 
says he was born with them. Some help he is!  

That's when Sharon offers Andrew her secret freckle 
juice recipe--for fifty cents, she promises, Andrew can 
look just like Nicky. His freckleless days are over! He 
rushes home to whip up the concoction. Grape juice, 
vinegar, mustard...  

 

Enid Blyton 

 

The Magic 

Faraway Tree 

This is a stunning vintage edition of Enid Blyton's best-
selling classic The Magic Faraway Tree now republished 
as the perfect gift book. Joe, Beth and Frannie return to 
the Enchanted Wood with their cousin Rick and set out 
on a whole raft of new adventures in the lands at the top 
of the Faraway Tree. And once again they are joined by 
their friends Moon-Face, Saucepan Man and Silky the 
Fairy. Enid Blyton's funny, magical adventure stories 
have become true classics, loved by millions and still 
selling thousands of copies every year. 

 

Michael Bond 
A Bear called 

Paddington 

“A bear? On Paddington station?” Mrs Brown looked at 
her husband in amazement. “Don’t be silly, Henry. There 
can’t be!” 

Paddington Bear had travelled all the way from Darkest 
Peru when the Brown family first met him on Paddington 
station. Since then their lives have never been quite the 
same… for ordinary things become quite extraordinary 
when a bear called Paddington is involved. 
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Tony Bradman 
Sam the Girl 

Detective 

There is a missing cash box full of money, a classmate 
is under suspicion of theft and Sam the girl detective 
suddenly has her first proper client - Steven Greenstreet, 
her deadliest enemy. He had the opportunity and the 
motive. The question is, can Sam solve the case and 
find the real criminal. 

 

Henrietta 

Branford 

 

Spacebaby 

First published in hardback in 1996, a humorous novel in 
which a baby with a brain rivalling that of Einstein has 
the ability to talk, not only to humans but to animals as 
well. 

 

Jeff Brown Flat Stanley 

Stanley Lambchop is an ordinary boy with an 
extraordinary problem. One night, a giant pinboard falls 
on top of him leaving him completely flat. At first, Stanley 
enjoys the benefits of his strange predicament - it can be 
fun going in out of rooms simply by sliding under the 
door. And it's a hoot being posted to your friends in 
California for a holiday. But it's not always easy being 
different, and, once the novelty begins to wear off, 
Stanley wishes he could be just like everybody else 
again. But how will he ever fill out? 

Jeff Brown’s world-famous character Flat Stanley 
continues to charm half a century after he first found his 
way into print. 

 

Anthony 

Browne 

 

Gorilla 

Hannah loves gorillas but has never seen one. Her 
father's too busy to take her to the zoo – or for anything 
else come to that. For her birthday, Hannah asks her 
father for a gorilla – but is disappointed when she 
discovers that the gorilla she's got is just a toy one. But 
then something extraordinary happens ... the toy turns 
into a real gorilla, who puts on her father's hat and coat 
and takes her off for a magical visit to the zoo... 

 

Melvin 

Burgess 

The Earth 

Giant 

A massive hurricane uncovers a strange earth giant in 
the ground. Amy and Peter discover her and find 
themselves drawn into an unusual relationship. This 
unforgettable, poignant and magical story shows how 
the two children, especially Amy, protect their 
extraordinary and lonely friend. In the end they realise 
that, although giant in size, she is just a little girl and 
they help her to reunite with her own people 

 

Betsy Byars 
The Midnight 

Fox 

Tom, a town boy, is horrified when his parents tell him 
he has to stay on Aunt Millie's farm while they are away. 
He finds country life every bit as strange and 
uncomfortable as he feared. But soon, he discovers a 
rare black fox with green eyes, living with her cubs in the 
forest. Suddenly, the summer is full of excitement. That 
is, until Uncle Fred 
decides to go after the fox - will Tom save her and her 
family in time? 

 


