
Barons Court Primary School and Nursery 
Year 4 Recommended Reading List 

 
Below is a recommend book list, as requested by many parents, which are popular with children and 
have a good literary content. This is a guided list and therefore we would like you to still encourage 
your child to read and find their own love for reading; the children can also read beyond their year 
group. Reading lists will be published each term. 

 

 

Allan Ahlberg The Better Brown Stories 

The Brown family really don't like the stories being 
written about them - so they go to the author to 
complain. The result is a very funny collection of 
short stories about a monstrous dog, some 
Mysterious Men, a forgotten baby, baffled police, 
and a bewildered town. 

 

Joan Aiken 
 A Handful of Gold 

 

A collection of 15 of Joan Aiken's best-loved short 
stories, produced in celebration of the author's 
70th birthday. 

 

Philip Ardagh The Eddie Dickens Trilogy 

When both of Eddie Dickens's parents catch a 
disease that makes them turn yellow, go a bit 
crinkly round the edges and smell of hot water 
bottles, it's agreed he should go and stay with 
relatives at their house Awful End. Unfortunately 
for Eddie, those relatives are Mad Uncle Jack and 
Even-Madder Aunt Maud, and it doesn't look as if 
the three of them are ever going to reach their 
destination ... 

 

Nina Bawden 
Granny the Pag 

 

Catriona Natasha Brooke's granny is totally unlike 
other people's grandmothers. When she isn't 
dressed in motorbike leathers, Granny the Pag 
wears dirty black skirts that trail on the ground and 
fastens her old sweaters with an enormous black 
broochencrusted with diamonds. Even worse, she 
smokes! The Pag can be a social embarrassment, 
but when Catriona's relationship with her is 
threatened, Catriona fights for the right to choose 
where she lives and who with - she chooses 
Granny the Pag. 

 

Floella 

Benjamin 
Coming To England 

Originally published in 1995 and now available in 
paperback, the autobiography of television 
presenter Floella Benjamin which provides 
information about her family's move from Trinidad 
to England, and how she had to adjust to a new 
life, cultural and racial differences, and a new 
school. Illustrated in black and white by Michael 
Frith. 

 

Quentin Blake The Green Ship 

Two children find the Green Ship when they climb 
over the wall into what is more like a forest than a 
garden. The ship has bushes for bows and stern 
and its funnels are trees; a small garden shed on 
an ancient stump is the wheel house and in 
command of the ship is the owner of the garden, 
old Mrs Tredegar. Throughout the summer she 
and the Bosun and the two children sail the Seven 
Seas visiting exotic faraway places and having 
wonderful adventures. 
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Judy Blume 
 Superfudge 

 

Peter Hatcher's little brother, Fudge, is four. And 
he's as monstrous as ever! 

When Fudge discovers that his new baby sister 
can't play with him, he tries to sell her. When that 
doesn't work, he tries giving her away. And on his 
first day at school he kicks his teacher and calls 
her Rat Face. Can his big brother help him out this 
time? 

Superfudge is book three in this hugely successful 
series from the bestselling author and household 
name Judy Blume. 

 

Theresa 

Breslin 
Kezzie 

During the 1930s Depression in Scotland, Kezzie 
and her young sister Lucy are luckier than most. 
Following their father's death, they manage to stay 
together and live on the little work Kezzie and 
Grandad are able to find. But life turns sour when 
Lucy goes missing. Without hesitation, Kezzie sets 
off alone to find her sister, a difficult journey which 
takes her over the Atlantic to Canada . . . 

 

Simon 

Cheshire 

Jeremy Brown of the 

Secret Service 

Entertaining spy adventure with Jeremy Brown, the 
schoolboy sleuth. Jeremy Brown may look like a 
short, scruffy schoolboy with weedy specs, but 
that's just a brilliant disguise. Really, he's an M17 
agent working for the Secret Service! When a 
communications satellite falls out of the sky, 
Jeremy and his sidekick, Patsy Spudd, are called 
into action to find it. Meanwhile, the villainous 
Kenneth brothers. Sid Lime and the most 
unpleasant computer thief in the world are after 
the satellite too...Prepare for thrills and spills 
aplenty and some very high jinks indeed! 

 

William Corlett 

 

The Magician’s House 

Quartet: 

 

William, Mary and Alice arrive at Golden House on 
their Christmas holidays, and it doesn't take them 
long to realise that there is something mysterious 
about the ancient house. William's inquisitiveness 
draws them to the secret steps up the chimney 
and into the secret room where the magician lives. 

 

Sharon 

Creech 
Ruby Holler 

Tiller and Sairy live a quiet life in Ruby Holler; their 
children have long since left home and things are 
peaceful. But when they decide to adopt two 
children from the local orphanage to take on a 
giant adventure, they form an unlikely foursome. 
And Tiller and Sairy have to deal with some pretty 
unconventional behaviour on the part of the 
children, who don't believe they could ever be 
'wanted'. 
A wonderful, magical story that combines quirky 
action and adventure with family, loyalty and 
learning to belong. Winner of the Carnegie Medal. 
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Helen 

Cresswell 

 

The Piemakers 

The Rollers are the finest pie-makers in Danby 
Dale. So when they're asked to make a special pie 
for the king, the Rollers are thrown into a frenzy of 
excited activity. This will be their best pie ever! But 
wicked Uncle Crispin has different plans for the pie 
- plans that involve a large helping of pepper... BL 
This is Helen Cresswell's first book and was 
nominated for the Carnegie Medal BL Helen 
Cresswell has been twice BAFTA-nominated for 
her tv adaptations of such books as The Demon 
Headmaster and The Phoenix and the Carpet. 

 

Gillian Cross 

 

The Demon Headmaster 

 

When Dinah is fostered by the Hunters she thinks 
her biggest problem will be fitting in with her foster-
brothers, Lloyd and Harvey. However, once she 
starts at her new school it's clear that there's more 
to worry about. All the children, apart from a 
handful including Lloyd and Harvey, are too well-
behaved - robotic almost - and oddly keen to 
please the creepy headmaster.  
The three children set out to discover the nature of 
his influence over everyone . . . 

 

Chris d’Lacey 
The Salt Pirates of 

Skegness 

He started to quiver. He started to quake. But it 
was all too late. Before he could think of running 
away a wispy stream of whitish dust came 
whistling out of the bottle bank...Jason Webberly 
was simply doing as his mum told him. How was 
he to know what was in That bottle? He certainly 
didn't expect to be faced with some gibbering old 
pirate who could turn into a dog! And a rude and 
unruly one at that. And without Jason's help he'd 
be deader than a double-eyed dogfish. Can these 
scruffy scamps make it to Skegness? What will 
happen when Scuttle and his riotous crew return to 
The Slippery Skeggle? And how will they get past 
crabby Aunt Hester? A riotous romp of a read from 
Carnegie-shortlisted author, Chris d'Lacey. 

 

Roald Dahl  Matilda 

Matilda Wormwood's father thinks she's a little 
scab. Matilda's mother spends all afternoon 
playing bingo. And Matilda's headmistress Miss 
Trunchbull? Well, she's the worst of all. She is a 
big bully, who thinks all her pupils are rotten and 
locks them in the dreaded Chokey. As for Matilda, 
she's an extraordinary little girl with a magical mind 
- and now she's had enough. So all these grown-
ups had better watch out, because Matilda is going 
to teach them a lesson they'll never forget. 

 

Lucy Daniels Animal Ark Series 

It's lambing time at Fordbeck Farm. Mandy and 
James are helping out, and when a tiny black lamb 
is rejected by its mother, they offer to hand-rear it. 
But then the lamb disappears ... can they find it 
before it becomes too weak to survive? 

 

Terrance 

Dicks 
The Pyramid Incident 

Who or what is causing the horrible deaths of 
people working on or near the Egyptian pyramids? 
Has something awakened the ancient curse of the 
pharaohs? Is it terrorist activity? Or is it something 
even more sinister and frightening? 
 
Professor Stirling, the famous paranormal 
investigator, is called in and it's up to him and his 
son Matt to explain the inexplicable, before it's too 
late. 
 
A gripping read for fear-addicts everywhere! 

 


