Barons Court Primary School and Nursery

Year 5 Recommended Reading List

Below is a recommend book list, as requested by many parents, which are popular with children and
have a good literary content. This is a guided list and therefore we would like you to still encourage
your child to read and find their own love for reading; the children can also read beyond their year
group. Reading lists will be published each term.
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Janet and Allen
Ahlberg

The Bear Nobody
Wanted

Tells the story of a teddy bear who is too proud and self-centred to be
loved. It traces his life and his story of rejection, disaster, friends gained
and lost, hurt and love, until eventually, transformed by a remarkable life,
he becomes a bear truly deserving of a loving owner.

Joan Aiken

Go Saddle the
Sea

Despised by his Spanish relatives and ignored by his distant grandfather,
twelve-year-old orphan Felix Brooke is lonely and unhappy. So when
he's given a parcel with a blood-stained letter from his dead father, it
inspires him to track down his long-lost English family. Felix packs his
bag, jumps on his trusty mule and heads for the coast and a new life. But
his journey across the mountains and over the sea does not prove to be
plain sailing - as Felix soon discovers.

Joan Aiken

The Wolves of
Willoughby Chase

1832 - a period of English History that never happened. Good King
James Il is on the throne and the country is ravaged by wolves which
have migrated through the newly-opened Channel Tunnel. When Sylvia
and Bonnie (both orphans) fall into the hands of evil Miss Slighcarp, they
must use all their wits to escape unscathed - for the governess is more
cruel and merciless than the wolves that surround the great house of
Willoughby Chase.

Neil Arksey

MacB

A version of Macbeth - transposed to the football field. MacB, with the
help of his friend Banksie, plans to supplant Duncan King as the star
striker in their school football team. A nasty bike accident puts Duncan
out of the game and gives MacB hischance. But Banksie becomes
suspicious about the accident - just where was MacB at the time and
how far would he go when urged on by his formidable mother? The
action of the play is worked through as MacB's ambitions sour and
crumble on the football pitch.

Steve Barlow

Goodknyght

The Dark Forest is a mythical world of trees and scattered cities.
Hundreds of strange beings inhabit this world: humans, highway wolves,
dragons, boggarts, gobblings, trolls, wizzards and many, many more. It's
a whole new world of comic adventure

Nina Bawden

Granny the Pag

Catriona Natasha Brooke's granny is totally unlike other people's
grandmothers. When she isn't dressed in motorbike leathers, Granny the
Pag wears dirty black skirts that trail on the ground and fastens her old
sweaters with an enormous black brooch encrusted with diamonds. The
Pag can be a social embarrassment, but when Catriona's relationship
with her is threatened, Catriona fights for the right to choose where she
lives and who with - she chooses Granny the Pag.

Terence Blacker

The Transfer

Stanley is a football-mad 11 year-old whose beloved team, City, faces
relegation from the Premiership. His mother is a football-hating computer
scientist. In desperation, Stan accesses her ‘cybertelekinesis’ program to
create Lazlo, a genius striker who can save City. By a risky process of
mental and electronic energy, he turns himself into Lazlo - and gets
himself on to the City team. Stanley’s greatest dream is about to become
true - but it turns into a nightmare when he can’t get back into his own
body again

Marjorie
Blackman

Thief!

You're the new girl in school. You're just trying to fit in - and it's not
working. Then someone accuses you of theft, and you think things can't
get any worse. Until you get caught in a freak storm .The next thing you
know, you're in the future. Being shot at for being out after curfew. You
don't even recognise your hometown. And you're heading for a
confrontation from your worst nightmare
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Marjorie AN.T.D.O.T.E. Your mum's been caught on CCTV, breaking into a giant chemical
Blackman company. They say she's working undercover for AN.T..D.O.T.E, a
group against animal testing - but how is that possible? She's not a spy -
is she? Now she's on the run - and only you can uncover the truth.
Marin Booth War Dog It is autumn 1939 and Britain is at war. Jet is taken to military kennels

and given a number: D67. She is trained to run assault courses, track
the enemy and rescue the injured. Then she is sent to France on active
service. Will Jet survive - and will Fred Parry ever find his beloved dog
again?

Melvin Burgess

The Earth Giant

A massive hurricane uncovers a strange earth giant in the ground. Amy
and Peter discover her and find themselves drawn into an unusual
relationship. This unforgettable, poignant and magical story shows how
the two children, especially Amy, protect their extraordinary and lonely
friend. In the end they realise that, although giant in size, she is just a
little girl and they help her to reunite with her own people.

Shelia Burnford

The Incredible
Journey

The Hunter children must go abroad for the summer, so they reluctantly
leave their three pets in the care of a friend. But the faithful animals only
know they must get home again, somehow. So the labrador, the old bull
terrier and the dainty Siamese cat set off on a perilous journey through
the wilderness.

Betsy Byars

The Eighteenth
Emergency

Mouse has a plan for every emergency. He knows how to survive a fall
from a plane, what to do in quicksand, and how to bewilder a charging
bull. But nohing - nobody - could be prepared for Marv Hammerman.
Marv Hammerman, Neanderthal man, is twice as big as anyone else in
the class, and when he is out to get someone, he usually succeeds

Aidan
Chambers

Seal Secret

William resents going on a 'boring' holiday to Wales, but while there he is
let into a big secret by Gwyn, a local boy. Gwyn has found a seal pup
and has it hidden in a cave. He makes William promise never to tell
anyone about it, and plans to breed it on a farm. William is determined to
let it go free, and 'borrows' a leaky dinghy to take it out to sea. The story
ends with an exciting rescue

PJ Lynch &
Hans Christian
Andersen

The Snow Queen

The classic story of Kay, the little boy whose heart and eye are pierced
by a splinter of glass and who turns against his playmate, Gerda. When
Kay is carried off by the beautiful but cruel Snow Queen, Gerda sets off
in search of him.

Andrew
Clements

Frindle

He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he's always had
plenty of great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information
about how words are created, suddenly he's got the inspiration for his
best plan ever...the frindle. Who says a pen has to be called a pen? Why
not call it a frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets his
friends to use the new word.

Nere
EOITI COLFER

ﬁi 'un ingﬁki

Eoin Colfer

Artemis Fowl

Twelve-year-old villain, Artemis Fowl, is the most ingenious criminal
mastermind in history. His bold and daring plan is to hold a leprechaun to
ransom. But he's taking on more than he bargained for when he kidnaps
Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police
Reconnaissance Unit). For a start, leprechaun technology is more
advanced than our own. Add to that the fact that Holly is a true heroine
and that her senior officer Commander Root will stop at nothing to get
her back and you've got the mother of all sieges brewing!

Eoin Colfer

Benny and Omar

Benny Shaw, a young sporting fanatic, is forced to leave his beloved
Wexford, home of all his heroes, and move with his family to Tunisia!
Then he teams up with Omar, and a madcap friendship between the two
boys leads to trouble, crazy escapades, a unique way of communicating,
and heartbreaking challenges.




Barons Court Primary School and Nursery

Year 5 Recommended Reading List

Eoin Colfer

The Wish List

Meg Finn is in trouble. Cast out of her own home by her stepfather after
her mother's death, Meg is a wanderer, a troublemaker. But after a
botched attempt to rob a pensioner's flat, Meg, along with her partner in
crime, Belch, ends up in a very sticky situation. Meg's soul is up for
grabs as the divine and the demonic try every underhanded ploy
imaginable to claim it. Her only chance for salvation is the Wish List.

Marita Conlon-
McKenna

Under the
Hawthorn Tree

Ireland in the 1840s is devastated by famine. When tragedy strikes their
family, Eily, Michael and Peggy are left to fend for themselves. Starving
and in danger of the dreaded workhouse, they escape. Their one hope is
to find the great aunts they have heard about in their mother's
stories.With tremendous courage they set out on a journey that will test
every reserve of strength, love and loyalty they possess.

Marita Conlon-
McKenna

Wildflower Girl

At seven, Peggy made a terrifying journey through famine-stricken
Ireland. Now thirteen, and determined to make a new life for herself, she
sets off alone across the Atlantic to America. Will she ever see her family
again?

Susan Cooper

King of Shadows

Nathan Field, a talented young actor, arrives at the newly rebuilt Globe
Theatre in London to play Puck in A Midsummer Night's Dream. As
rehearsals begin, eerie echoes of the past begin to haunt Nat, and he
falls sick with a mysterious sickness.When he wakes, Nat finds himself in
1599, an actor at the original Globe - and his co-star is none other than
the King of Shadows himself: William Shakespeare.

Susan Cooper

Over Sea, Under
Stone

On holiday in Cornwall, Simon, Jane and Barney Drew discover an
ancient map in the attic of the Grey House, where they are staying with
their mysterious Great-Uncle Merry. They know immediately that it is
special. But it is much more than just a map. It is the start of a quest to
find a grail, a source of great power that could contain - or resurrect - the
powerful, age-old forces of evil in the world. And the Drews are not the
only ones searching for it.

Helen Cresswell

The Bagthorpe
Saga

Jack’s fed up of living in the shadow of his brilliant siblings. He and his
trusty dog Zero are completely ordinary while the rest of them are
annoyingly gifted. So when Uncle Parker comes up with a plan to make
Jack stand out, he’s more than a little excited. Can he really get away
with claiming to predict the future?

Gillian Cross

The Demon
Headmaster

When Dinah is fostered by the Hunters she thinks her biggest problem
will be fitting in with her foster-brothers, Lloyd and Harvey. However,
once she starts at her new school it's clear that there's more to worry
about. All the children, apart from a handful including Lloyd and Harvey,
are too well-behaved - robotic almost - and oddly keen to please the
creepy headmaster. The three children set out to discover the nature of
his influence over everyone ...but then Dinah finds herself saying and
doing things she has no power over.

Gillian Cross

The Great
Elephant Chase

A wonderful and engaging adventure involving a girl, her elephant, an
orphan boy and the man who wants to take the elephant from them.
Crossing 2000 miles of 19th century America, this is a grand chase well
described.

Roald Dahl

Danny, Champion
of the World

Danny lives in a caravan with his father, the most marvellous and
exciting father any boy ever had. All the land around them belongs to Mr
Victor Hazell, nobody likes him, not one-little bit. So one day, Danny and
his father concoct a daring plot that will give old Victor Hazell the
greatest shock of his life - so long as they don't get caught .

Roald Dahl

The BFG

When Sophie is snatched from her bed in the middle of the night by a
giant with a stride as long as a tennis court she is sure she's going to be
eaten for breakfast. But luckily for Sophie, the BFG is far more jumbly
than his disgusting neighbours, whose favourite pastime is guzzling up
whoppsy-whiffling human beans. Sophie is determined to stop all this,
and so she and the BFG cook up an ingenious plan to rid of the world of
the Bloodbottler, the Fleshlumpeater and all their rotsome friends
forever.
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Lavinia Derwent

Sula

The island of Sula is the whole world to Magnus Macduff. He loves every
inch of it and knows all the animals and birds. Magnus is not like the
other children on the island. Often, instead of going to school, he makes
his way up the shore to visit Old Whiskers the seal, or up Heathery Hill to
sit with Mr Skinnymalink the hermit in his cave. Magnus is afraid that Mr
Murray, the new teacher on the island, will spoil his fun. But Mr Murray is
nervous too. He is an outsider. Life threatens to become difficult for both
of them -- until Mr Murray discovers that Magnus has a wonderful gift for
drawing, "seals, birds, dogs - so fresh and life-like that the creatures
seem to be crawling across the arithmetic book." Sula is the first of four
books about life on this tiny west coast island and the adventures of
Magnus Macduff.

Anita Desai

The Village by the
Sea

A story of survival set in a small fishing villlage near Bombay. Lila and
Hari, aged 13 and 12, struggle to keep the family, including two young
sisters, going. When Hari goes to Bombay to find work, Lila seems to be
responsible for everything. Although the book paints a picture of extreme
poverty, it demonstrates the strength of the family even in the most
extreme circumstances and offers a powerful picture of another culture.

Kate Di Camillo

Because of Winn-

One summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the
local supermarket for some groceries — and comes home with a dog. But

Dixie Winn-Dixie is no ordinary dog. It's because of Winn-Dixie that Opal
begins to make friends.
Diane Duane Young Wizards Something stopped Nita's hand as it ran along the bookshelf. She looked
Series and found that one of the books had a loose thread at the top of its

spine. It was one of those So You Want to Be a . . . books, a series on
careers. So You Want to Be a Pilot, and a Scientist . . . a Writer. But this
one said, So You Want to Be a Wizard.




