
Barons Court Primary School and Nursery 
Year 6 Recommended Reading List 

 
Below is a recommend book list, as requested by many parents, which are popular with children and 
have a good literary content. This is a guided list and therefore we would like you to still encourage 
your child to read and find their own love for reading; the children can also read beyond their year 
group. Reading lists will be published each term. 

 

 

Joan Aiken The James III 
Sequence 

Dido Twite is aboard the Thrush, trying to return to England after her 
adventures in America. But orders have been sent to find Lord 
Herodsfoot, said to be on Aratu, the Pacific 'Island of the Pearl Snakes'. 
Snakes are the least of Dido's worries as she and her companions 
struggle through the jungle. On Aratu she is helped by spirit magic but 
also meets settlers who will stop at nothing to achieve their ends. And 
what is this strange royal residence called Limbo Lodge? 

 

David Almond Skellig When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, 
Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain.Then, one Sunday 
afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of his new home, 
and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a 
being who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend 
Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while his baby sister 
languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, 
and as he helps Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world 
changes for ever . . . 

 

Neil Arksey Playing on the 
Edge 

This futuristic thriller is set in a world where football has achieved total 
global domination. Two super leagues control the sport in Britain. Easy, 
a brilliant young footballer, has managed to escape from one of the 
super clubs and is on the run. 

 

Linda Aronson Kelp Emily is 14-years-old and yearns to be a business whizz. But she lives 
on an island and seaweed-processing is the family business. Her 
grandfather leaves the factory to her aunt and her uncle John - who turns 
out to be a hunk with a mobile phone. For Emily, it's the start of a new 
seaweed empire. 

 

Joan Bauer Squashed Humor, agriculture and young love all come together in Joan Bauer's first 
novel, set in rural Iowa. Sixteen-year-old Ellie Morgan's life would be 
almost perfect if she could just get her potentially prize-winning pumpkin 
to put on about 200 more pounds and if she could take off 20 herself...in 
hopes of attracting Wes, the new boy in town." 

 

Nina Bawden  Carrie’s War It is the Second World War and Carrie and Nick are evacuated from 
London to a small town in Wales, where they are placed with strict Mr 
Evans and his timid mouse of a sister. 

Their friend Albert is luckier, living in Druid's Bottom with Hepzibah 
Green who tells wonderful stories, and the strange Mister Johnny, who 
speaks a language all of his own. Carrie and Nick are happy to visit 
Albert there, until one day when Carrie does a terrible thing - the worst 
thing she ever did in her life... 

 

Leslie Beake Song of Be Be is a bushwoman, part of the Ju/'hoansi people of Namibia. Their way 
of life is in a state of change. Though they still live in simple huts or 
shelters, the young men have digital watches and there are transistor 
radios. Be's story is one of sadness, but also love, courage and dignity. 

 

Malorie 
Blackman 

Hacker When Vicky's father is arrested, accused of stealing over a million 
pounds from the bank where he works, she is determined to prove his 
innocence. But how? There's only one way - to attempt to break into the 
bank's computer files.  
 
Even if Vicky is the best hacker in the world, will she find the real thief 
before they find her? 
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Thomas Bloor The Memory 
Prisoner 

"Maddie stood for a while, staring out into the street. She felt, as she 
always did when confronted by an open door, as if she was standing on 
the edge of a precipice overlooking a bottomless ocean..." 

Maddie is fifteen and overweight. She hasn't left the house for thirteen 
years. Not since her grandfather disappeared. 

Burying her memories, Maddie can't face her deepest fears.  

Until her brother's life is in danger - and she must leave her familiar 
prison behind or lose him for good... 

 

Martin Booth 
Music on the 

Bamboo Radio 

Nicholas Holford is smuggled to safety in China when Japan invades 
Hong Kong in 1941. If the enemy discover he is European, he will not 
survive. He joins the secret fight against the Japanese and learns about 
"music on the bamboo radio" - smuggling information to prisoner-of-war 
camps. 

 

Tim Bowler 
River Boy 

 

Grandpa is dying. He can barely move his hands any more but, stubborn 
as ever, refuses to stay in hospital. He's determined to finish his last 
painting, 'River Boy', before he goes.  
 
At first Jess can't understand his refusal to let go, but then she too 
becomes involved in the mysterious painting. And when she meets the 
river boy himself, she finds she is suddenly caught up in a challenge of 
her own that she must complete - before it's too late . . . 

 

 

Melvin Burgess 
Billy Elliot 

 

Billy Elliot's tough, funny and heart-warming story is given new depth by 
best-selling author, Melvin Burgess. Billy's mother is dead, and his father 
and brother are fiercely involved in a bitter miners' fight that has split the 
local community. Billy's father wants his son to learn boxing, like he did 
and his father before him. But Billy is fascinated by the grace and magic 
of ballet and is determined to dance his way to a different future. Told 
from the differing viewpoints of Billy, his father and brother and his friend 
Michael, Melvin Burgess has captured the spirit of the original film 
screenplay while demonstrating the skill and inspiration he showed in his 
award-winning novel, Junk. 

 

Peter Carey 
The Big 

Bazoohley 

Sam Kellow is nine. His father is a compulsive gambler, pursuing the 'big 
bazoohley' - the jackpot to end all jackpots. But it is Sam who sets out to 
win it - against all the odds, he enters the Perfecto Kiddo Competition . . . 

 

Lewis Carroll 
Alice’s Adventure 

in Wonderland 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland is an 1865 novel written by English 
author Charles Lutwidge Dodgson under the pseudonym Lewis Carroll. It 
tells of a girl named Alice falling through a rabbit hole into a fantasy 
world populated by peculiar, anthropomorphic creatures. The tale plays 
with logic, giving the story lasting popularity with adults as well as with 
children. It is considered to be one of the best examples of the literary 
nonsense genre. Its narrative course and structure, characters and 
imagery have been enormously influential in both popular culture and 
literature, especially in the fantasy genre. 

 

Agatha Christie 
And then there 

were none 

Four of Christie's magnificent stage dramas are compiled in this 
Standard Print edition. "And Then There Were None" Ten people arrive 
in a house where they must face their past crimes. Agatha Christie's 
baffling and ingenious masterpiece, the world's best-selling mystery. 
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John 

Christopher 
The Guardians 

In a world where two nations rule all, Rob must find a way to live among 
them both in this futuristic story from the author of the Tripods series.  

In the future, the world has been divided into two societies. One is the 
Conurb--a sprawling, modern city where technology rules and people live 
with only the bare minimum they need to survive. The other is the 
County--a land of green fields and beautiful mansions, where the people 
have turned back the clock to a pristine past.  

 

Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle 

The Adventures 

of Sherlock 

Holmes 

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes is a collection of twelve short stories 
by Arthur Conan Doyle, featuring his fictional detective Sherlock Holmes.  

Comprising the series of short stories that made the fortunes of the 
Strand, the magazine in which they were first published, this volume won 
even more popularity for Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson.  

Holmes is at the height of his powers in many of his most famous cases, 
including The Red-Headed League, The Speckled Band, and The Blue 
Carbuncle. 

 

Helen Cresswell Moondial 

Even before she came to Belton, Minty Cane had known that she was a 
witch, or something very like it... 

Minty is the kind of girl who notices things. Pockets of cold air on a 
stairway. Cries on the wind. Ghosts. 
On night-time jaunts from the house where she's staying while her 
mother recovers from an accident, Minty stumbles upon a moondial 
which takes her back in time. She finds Tom, a sickly kitchen boy, and 
Sarah, a girl with a birthmark who is only allowed out at night because 
her family think she has the mark of the devil... 
Can Minty save her friends, or will she get stuck in the past...? 

 

Gillian Cross Wolf 

Cassy lives with her granny, until the night that she hears strange 
footsteps coming into their flat. The next morning, she is packed off to 
her mum's - a squat in London that her beautiful, simple mother shares 
with a couple of actors. Cassy does her best to throw herself into her 
mother's life, even agreeing to take part in their travelling show called 
'Wolf'. But she can't ever get rid of the feeling that something is following 
her, and something bad is going to happen.  
Her fear grows as time passes, until Cassy knows she must face up to 
her past: who her father is, why he left and where he has gone.  
What she doesn't know is that some questions are better left 
unanswered... 

 

Kevin Crossley-

Holland 
Beowulf 

In fifth-century Denmark, a murderous monster stalks the night, and only 
the great prince of the Geats has the strength and courage to defeat him. 
Beowulf's terrifying quest to destroy Grendel, the foul fiend, a hideous 
sea-hag and a monstrous fire-dragon is the oldest surviving epic in 
British literature. Artfully retold and magnificently illustrated, this 
companion volume to Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is made instantly 
accessible to children by a formidable children's book partnership. 

 

Daniel Defoe Robinson Crusoe 

This classic story of a shipwrecked mariner on a deserted island is 
perhaps the greatest adventure in all of English literature. Fleeing from 
pirates, Robinson Crusoe is swept ashore in a storm possessing only a 
knife, a box of tobacco, a pipe-and the will to survive. His is the saga of a 
man alone: a man who overcomes self-pity and despair to reconstruct 
his life; who painstakingly teaches himself how to fashion a pot, bake 
bread, build a canoe; and who, after twenty-four agonizing years of 
solitude, discovers a human footprint in the sand…  

 


