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Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
According to research completed by the Education Endowment Foundation, homework is most impactful when it is 
linked to learning in the classroom and focuses on a particular area, e.g. fluency. For this reason, at Barons Court 
Primary School and Nursery, we focus on three key areas: increasing reading fluency, familiarisation with key spelling 
patterns to support writing fluency, and fluency in number facts and times tables. Research also suggests that pupils 
benefit from a quiet space at home, which is distraction free, to focus on homework. 
 

Homework for Children in Phases 1 and 2 
Reading in Phase 1: PACT Sharing - Learning together is the emphasis for children in Phase 1 and children are 
encouraged to participate in their PACT (Parents and Children Together) work at home. It is an ideal time to lay the 
foundations for continuing work at home. Starting in the Autumn Term and continuing all year, the main emphasis is on 
reading together at home. Books, matched to the needs of your child, are sent home weekly for you to share with your 
child. Home reading should be done in two ways:  
i) Adults reading to children – Reading or storytelling from picture books to your child so they 
can get used to oral storytelling and print. Discussing the books is also important. Encourage your child to point to words 
or pictures as they are being read and sharing ideas on what might happen or how the characters may be feeling.  
ii) Children reading to an adult - In Nursery, after a settling in period, children will start bringing 
simple books home to read to an adult. Initially these will be wordless books focused on the encouragement of using 
the pictures to tell the story and communicating ideas. Books with simple words are then introduced and again, 
encouraging the child to point to the words as they are being read to is important. Discussing the story and the characters 
and asking questions about the book is a good idea.  All adults will be encouraged to respond to the book, this response 
is encouraged to be child led e.g., they may be inspired to draw a picture in response to a story, or act out the story (and 
evidence this role-play with picture), the response will be acknowledged by a staff member.  

 
Reading in Phase 2 - Starting in the Autumn Term and continuing all year, the emphasis is on reading together at 
home. Books (Oxford Owl e-books), matched to the phonics development needs of your child, will be e-mailed home 
weekly for you to share with your child. We encourage you to read with your child a minimum of three times a week also 
allowing your child to read to you. At the start this may be oral storytelling from wordless books building up to reading 
print.  The adults in the Phase will read with your child in school too and will share the stories they have read with your 
child. Teachers may also provide guided reading lists for each year group which are published on the school website. 
Parents are expected to record three occasions of home-reading at least in their child’s reading record per week.  
 
Maths - Throughout the school, the children work through a progressive system for learning the basic number skills and 
their times tables. Children will bring home a log in for Numbots at the beginning of the academic year for Reception 
and a login for Times Table RockStars for Year 1 which enables children to learn key maths skills and their times tables 
through online support.  The school has also set a progressive Times Tables Challenge in which your children can work 
towards achieving different levels of outcomes – these should be practised with your child at home and then returned 
to school for teachers to evaluate before moving your child to the next stage of their learning.  
 
Spellings - Children will be sent home an appropriate number of spellings linked to their RWI groups each week for 
continued learning at home.   

 

 
Homework for Children in Phase 3 

For children in Phase 3 we encourage you to work together with your child to support them with their homework. 
 



 

What type of work will my child get?  
Reading - Children will bring their reading books home each day and whilst your child is developing their confidence in 
Phase 3 you can help by listening to them and supporting them with their reading. Children may read to you, with you 
or read to themselves in your presence. The story and characters should be talked about and new words discussed. At 
this stage of reading children should be encouraged to read a greater variety of texts including non-fiction. Books will 
be changed regularly and will be set at an appropriate level for the child. If your child is continuing to work on the Key 
Stage 1 Read, Write, Inc programme Oxford Owl e-books, matched to the phonics development needs of your child, 
will be e-mailed home weekly for you to share with your child. Teachers will also provide guided reading lists for each 
year group which are published on the school website. Parents are expected to record three occasions of home-reading 
at least in their child’s reading record per week.  
 
Read Write Inc Sounds/Spellings - Children will be sent home an appropriate number of differentiated spellings linked 
to their RWI spelling groups. Children are encouraged to practise their spellings and these will be tested weekly. Parents 
will be consulted where children are consistently not learning their spellings. Children may receive words again in order 
to practise them further. 
 
Maths - Throughout the school the children work through a progressive system for learning the basic number skills and 
their times tables. Children will bring home a log in for Times Tables Rock Stars at the beginning of the academic year 
which enables children to learn their times tables through online support.  The school has also set a progressive Times 
Tables Challenge in which your children can work towards achieving different levels of outcomes – these should be 
practised with your child at home and then returned to school for teachers to evaluate before moving your child to the 
next stage of their learning. 
 

Homework for Children in Phase 4 
As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skill of independent learning. The main 
focus of homework will continue to be reading, spelling and times tables. 
 
What type of work will my child get?  
Reading - Children will bring their reading books home each day and should be reading daily for pleasure. They may 
bring home two books: one linked to their reading stage and one free choice. Children may read to you, with you or read 
to themselves in your presence. More confident readers will still need support as they need a clear understanding of the 
story that sometimes will go beyond the literal meaning of the text. Children will read texts that are more detailed and 
will take longer to read. At this stage of reading children should be encouraged to read a greater variety of texts including 
non-fiction. Books will be changed regularly and will be set at an appropriate level for the child. Parents are expected to 
record three occasions of home-reading at least in their child’s reading record per week.  
 
Spellings - Children will be sent home an appropriate number of differentiated spellings linked to their spelling group 
weekly. Children are encouraged to practice their spellings and these will be tested weekly. Parents will be consulted 
where children are consistently not learning their spellings. Children may receive words again in order to practise them 
further. 
 
Times Tables - Throughout the school the children work through a progressive system for learning the basic number 
skills and their times tables. Children will bring home a log in for Times Tables Rock Stars at the beginning of the 
academic year which enables children to learn their times tables through online support.  The school has also set a 
progressive Times Tables Challenge in which your children can work towards achieving different levels of outcomes – 
these should be practised with your child at home and then returned to school for teachers to evaluate before moving 
your child to the next stage of their learning. 
 
Year 6 Pupils - By the time children reach Year 6 their homework may cover a wide range of tasks and curriculum 
content.  This approach will benefit their learning and also ensure that, in relation to homework as much as to other 
aspects, their transition to Year 7 -secondary school is as smooth as possible. Year 6 pupils will be provided with Study 
Books for Maths and Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling at the beginning of the academic year and teachers will set 
weekly tasks for completion at home.  

 
A Summary of Homework Expectations at Barons Court 

 
 Who? What is their homework? How is this checked? How much time should be spent? 

English ● Reception pupils 
● Year 1 pupils in a phonics 

group 
● Year 2 pupils in a phonics 

group 
● Year 3 pupils in a phonics 

group 

1 Seeded/Levelled book 
home to read/share x 3 a 
week. 
 
Oxford Owls e-books linked 
to their phonics sounds for 
the week. 

3 reads recorded by 
parent/carer in reading 
record and signed. 
 
Evidence of Oxford 
Owls book and quiz 
accessed online. 

At least 3 times a week – 10 minutes in 
total. 

● Year 1 pupils - all 
 

● Year 2 pupils in a spelling 
group 

● Year 3 pupils in a spelling 

1 Seeded/Levelled books 
home to read x 3 a week. 
 
Spelling words brought 
home to learn for a spelling 

3 reads recorded by 
parent/carer in reading 
record and signed. 
 
Spellings tested. 

At least 3 times a week – 10 minutes in 
total. 
 
 
 



 

group 
● Year 4 pupils  
● Year 5 pupils  
● Year 6 pupils  

test. 
 
Year 6 - Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling 
Study Guides 

 
 
Teacher feedback 
provided 

 
 
30 minutes a week 

Maths ● Reception pupils 
● Year 1 pupils who have not 

yet achieved yellow 
platinum maths challenge 
certificates 

● Any Year 2 pupils who have 
not yet achieved yellow 
platinum maths challenge 
certificates 

Numbots 10 minutes over 
the week. 

Evidence of 
engagement on the 
Numbots Teacher 
Portal 

2-3 times a week – 10 minutes in total. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30 minutes a week 

● Year 1 pupils who have 
achieved yellow platinum 
maths challenge certificates 

● Any Year 2 pupils who have 
achieved yellow platinum 
maths challenge certificates 

● Year 3 pupils 
● Year 4 pupils 
● Year 5 pupils 
● Year 6 pupils 

Times Table Rock Stars 
Garage 1 minute games x 
10 times over the week. 
 
 
 
Year 6 -GPS and  Maths 
Study Books 

Evidence of 
engagement on the 
Times Tables Rock 
Stars Teacher Portal 
 
 
Teacher feedback 
provided 

All homework across the whole school will be set on a Wednesday and be due for submission the following Monday. 

 
Completion of Homework 
The expectation is that all children will complete homework tasks. Teachers will keep records of children completing 
homework tasks and these records will be checked regularly. If there are any consistent problems with children not 
completing homework, we will first talk to the child then, where necessary, contact parents in order to find out why. If 
children are absent due to illness, we will not send homework home as we would assume the child was too ill to work.   
If a child is absent for a length of time, e.g., with a broken leg, the teacher and the parent will agree what should be 
done, how it should be marked and what sort of help needs to be given. In such circumstances the teacher should 
consult the Headteacher first. It is not possible to give homework when parents take holidays in term time. If it has been 
recorded that a child has not completed their homework for over three weeks and parents have been spoken to about 
this, the Deputy Headteacher will send a formal letter home to remind the parents of the expectations in completing 
homework.  
 
Barons Court Wheel of the Weekend  
At Barons Court we are committed to listening to the feedback from our children, The Wheel of the Weekend homework 
system was developed by our Pupil Leadership Team. This optional homework reflects the outdoor learning curriculum 
already well-established throughout the school. The Wheel of the Weekend will vary in activities linking to the breadth 
of the curriculum and cross curricular links with the outdoors will be made and is devised by the pupils. Every Friday, as 
part of our celebration assembly, the Wheel of the Weekend will be spun - the chosen activity for the weekend will then 
be sent out via an app notification to the parents and discussed with the children in assembly. Children and adults can 
then choose to take part in the activity and send in evidence e.g., photographs which will be shared with the school 
community on the following Friday celebration assembly. Activities will be selected by the Pupil Leadership Team 
through pupil voice and will be changed regularly.  
 
If you have any questions relating to homework at any time, please do not hesitate to get in contact with the school at 
info@baronscourt.lihtrust.uk or 01702 331356.  
 
We would like to thank you for your continued support. 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs Ali 
Deputy Headteacher 
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